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The WRC campus will maintain operations during periods of hazardous weather with the following reservations:

1. Availability of Electricity, Natural Gas, Potable Water, and Sanitary Sewer Utilities:  So long as these essential utility services are available, the campus shall be available for mission-related work activities performed by Government and contractor personnel with assigned workstations at the WRC.  Interruption of any of these essential utilities for a prolonged period, based on information obtained from municipal or private utility providers will result in a campus closure, requiring all non-essential personnel to leave the campus.

2. Sudden and Significant Snow Accumulations, Dangerous Winds, or Other Extremely Hazardous Weather Conditions:  In the event of a very heavy snowfall accumulation, the WRC campus will close as mobility would be extremely limited and hazardous.  Personnel on duty at the time of such closure would be allowed to remain until they are ready to depart.  High winds capable of toppling trees, light poles, or other items which may injure persons would necessitate a campus closure.  Again, personnel on campus would be allowed to remain until they are ready to depart.  This policy would also apply to other types of severe weather.  In any instance of such severe and hazardous weather, those remaining on campus may be relocated as necessary to reduce exposure to identified threats (e.g. windows shattering under extremely high winds).
3. Snow and Ice Accumulations on Roads, Parking Areas, and Paved Pedestrian Walkways:  Facility management and facilities operation personnel will, to the extent possible given resource limitations and weather conditions, do the following:
A. A limited number of pedestrian walkways will be sanded and/or cleared of snow based on two factors (1) relative safety of area (some walkways/staircases will not be safe even if sanded) and (2) size of crew available to perform work on that day (maintenance workers may not be able to travel through snow/ice to WRC).

B. Facilities personnel will close some pedestrian areas (walkways, stairways) if upon inspection they are determined to be too hazardous for use during the snow/ice episode.  These areas will be cordoned off with red warning tape. This will serve as the only notice to personnel that these areas are potentially hazardous and should not be accessed until reopened by facilities personnel when conditions improve.  
C. The primary access road from Sand Point Way NE will be sanded.

D. Parking lots will not be sanded or cleared due to limited staff and resources.
E. If the main access road to Sand Point Way becomes impassable, an alternate route will be opened to provide ingress/egress to the campus.  Facility and Security personnel will establish a “detour route” and direct traffic to the alternate exit.

F. BMB will promptly remove excess sand from walkways once the weather episode has concluded and all remaining snow and ice has cleared.

4. IN THE EVENT OF A SUDDEN DAYTIME SNOW STORM WITH RAPID ACCUMULATIONS OF SNOW AND/OR ICE AT WRC:

A. If weather conditions indicate snowfall is eminent, BMB will communicate with NWS to obtain timely information, and BMB will sand the primary access road from Sand Point Way NE in advance of snowfall, and will attempt to sand walkways to the extent possible given crew availability.  NOTE – during significant snowfall it is not possible to “keep up” with sanding/removal efforts.  A significant snowfall will always outpace sanding/clearing efforts. 

B. An early dismissal may not be forthcoming from SFEB due to the difficulty of ascertaining conditions and disseminating information quickly enough.

C. BMB will advise OCAO HQ of the situation and advise that an early dismissal may be necessary.

D. If BMB determines it is necessary to advise an early dismissal, BMB will contact Tenant Board managers and issue a recommendation that an early dismissal be granted.  Tenant Board managers will make their decisions for their organizations. Tenant Board managers will coordinate their actions with BMB and participate in planning for an orderly exodus from the campus.
E. If necessary, BMB will open an alternate route to relieve outbound traffic and reduce traffic on the main access road to maintain accessibility for emergency vehicles.  This action will be facilitated by guard support to direct traffic and monitor the alternate gate.  If an alternate route is opened, the gate at the west end (near Sand Point Way NE) of the main access road may be closed while most non-essential personnel leave the campus, depending on actual conditions (i.e. weather, route of egress, provisions for METRO transit service, and maintenance of emergency ingress).  Emergency personnel should call the WRC emergency line (206-526-4100) to obtain information on how to access the campus during the weather episode.
F. If an early closure is authorized, campus personnel will leave via an orderly exiting process as organized by BMB and communicated to senior tenant managers.

G. A sudden, heavy snowfall accumulation without rapid melt (in excess of 4 inches) would result in weather closure of the campus until conditions improved. This circumstance has not occurred in recent years.  Lesser accumulations may not result in a weather closure, but most likely could present significant challenges and risks. 
IMPORTANT DISTINCTION:  WRC campus operations and decisions of the SFEB regarding late arrivals, early dismissals, or weather related closures are mutually exclusive.  Unless the WRC campus has been closed due to a severe weather episode as stated in Item 2 above; or a system failure (e.g. lack of electricity) which may not necessarily be related to a hazardous weather occurrence, the campus will remain operational and available to NOAA personnel for official purposes even during such times as the SFEB has announced delayed starts, early dismissals, or weather related closures.  So long as the WRC campus is operational, and therefore open, non-essential personnel electing to report to work or remain at work in spite of SFEB advisories will be granted access to the facility.
RESPONSIBILITIES OF GOVERNMENT AND CONTRACTOR PERSONNEL:
· Drive with caution – at speeds appropriate for conditions

· Do not enter areas that have been cordoned off

· Use extreme caution while driving/walking on the WRC campus

· Be advised that while the campus may be operational, some services, such as the cafeteria, Health Unit, Day Care Center, and South Access to Magnuson Park may not be available during the weather episode.  

· Contractor personnel should consult their employers for direction on attendance during weather events, but must abide by the policies and procedures of the WRC campus regarding campus closures.  Excepting contractor facility maintenance, operations, and security personnel, the WRC campus will not accommodate contractor personnel during periods of campus closure when their employing organizations may remain open for business.

· If personnel report or remain at work during times of delayed starts, early dismissals, or other weather dismissals, consideration should be given to ensuring personal and occupational safety as emergency response services may be less available due to the weather incident.  Large material handling, forklift and similar operations should not be performed outdoors during inclement weather.
· NOAA supervisors and managers shall ensure that all of their employees and contractors are familiar with these procedures.

PROCEDURAL MATTERS:

· The WRC Status Line (206-248-7521) should be monitored for current information on campus conditions and guidance from the Seattle Federal Executive Board during any weather event.  Refer to the Western Regional Center Hazardous Weather Policy (November 22, 2005) for more information.
· The WRC Tenant Board has concurred that any time excused for hazardous weather will be recorded on time and attendance records under the category “hazardous weather.”

Questions, comments, or concerns related to this policy should be addressed to David Petre, Chief, Buildings Management Branch, Seattle 206-526-4393 or david.a.petre@noaa.gov.
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